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Preface 

     The German surname, Vornkahl, is very unusual.  The origins of the name remain obscure but the name is 

found as early as 1406 in Nettlingen and 1540 in Berel, two neighboring villages in the state of Lower Saxony 

(Niedersachsen), Germany.  The name is found consistently in Nettlingen from that early date to the present 

time whereas in Berel the name disappears after about 1840.  Other nearby villages in which the name has been 

found are Hoheneggelsen, Dingelbe, Nordassel, Groβ Himstedt, Bruchmachtersen, Bettrum, Hackenstedt, 

Grasdorf, and Heersum.  The appearance and concentration of the name in Nettlingen lead to the assumption 

that the name originated in this village.  Because it is rare, a genealogical study of the name is feasible.   

     Both of the authors, Roy A. Johnson (RAJ) and Ulrich H. Schröder (“Ulli”), have Vornkahl ancestors.  In the 

case of RAJ, his last ancestor with the name Vornkahl was a great-grandmother, Mathilda Vornkahl.  Her sur-

name changed with her marriage to Henry Reitz in 1876.  Mathilda was the daughter of Johann Heinrich Chris-

tian Vornkahl who was born in Dingelbe, Germany, in 1821 and emigrated from Germany to the United States 

of America in 1846.  In the case of Ulli, his last ancestor to have the name was a great-great-grandmother, Chris-

tine Sophie Vornkahl.  Her surname changed with her marriage to Johann Heinrich Meyer in 1843.  Christine 

Sophie was the daughter of Carl Heinrich Vornkahl and was born in Berel, Germany, in 1821. 

     The authors met via the Internet in 1998; Ulli was exploring the fate of Vornkahls who emigrated from Ger-

many while RAJ was beginning a search for Vornkahl ancestors.  A continuous dialog, primarily via e-mail, has 

followed and a small network of individuals interested in Vornkahl genealogy and history has been established.  

In addition to expanding our individual genealogy records, two goals have guided our research on the Vornkahl 

name.  One has been to document the fate of those Vornkahls who emigrated to the United States.  The second, 

related, goal has been to determine the genealogical history of the Vornkahl name in Germany.   

     At first, we found our information in sources such as the U.S. census records, the archives of the Evangelical 

church in Germany, and microfilm available via the Family History Centers of the church of Latter Day Saints 

(LDS).  Then, in September, 2007, the authors together with Friedrich Vornkahl met in Nettlingen with the goal 

of obtaining a photographic copy of the Nettlingen parish records of births, marriages, and deaths for the period 

of 1649 to 1902/7.  Permission for this project was graciously granted by the parish pastor.  With the photo-

graphic copies of the Nettlingen records in hand, we abstracted all data concerning persons with the Vornkahl 

surname in the period of 1649-1902/7.  This abstracted data is found in the Sources section of this book. 

     In addition to the data from Nettlingen, we have been aided in obtaining data from the village of Berel by 

Eike Bock, the village archivist and a Vornkahl descendent.  Additional data from the parish records of Hohen-

eggelsen have been provided by Andreas Schröder, Carina Johnson, and Friedrich Lassalle.  In the United States, 

much of the Vornkahl data has been provided by Carol Sturdivant, Earnest Vornkahl, Ronald Fornkahl, and Joe 

Vosage.  The contributors of other data are acknowledged throughout the book. 

     From this collection of data we have compiled three lists that include all the Vornkahls we have found be-

tween 1649 and 1902/7.  One list is for the Vornkahls of Nettlingen and neighboring villages, a second list is for 

the Vornkahls of Berel and neighboring villages, and the third list is for the Vornkahls of the United States.  Alt-

hough there is little doubt that the Vornkahls of these communities are related, we have found it helpful to list 

the three groups separately.  Whenever possible we have searched for genealogical relationships among the per-

sons in our lists.  The results are shown in a series of genealogy charts following the lists of Vornkahl names.    

     Readers are welcome to use this data in their own compilations of genealogy.  We encourage users to cite the 

sources of the data as given in the Sources section of this book.   

Roy A. Johnson  
Sausalito, California, U.S.A. 

Ulrich H. Schröder 
Euβenheim, Germany              January 16, 2017 


